
Chestnut Hill Association  
________________________________________________  

 
Sent via email dcr.updates@state.ma.us  
and USPS First Class Mail  
 

November 3, 2011 
 
Department of Conservation and Recreation  
Office of Public Outreach      
251 Causeway St., Suite 600 
Boston, MA 02114 
 
RE:   Potential Hammond Pond Access Enhancements 
 Michael Rudyak Memorial Fund 
 Public Comments from Hearing October 24, 2011 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 Please consider this letter notice of the concerns of the Chestnut Hill Association (CHA); 
a neighborhood citizens group (www.chanewton.org) with over 500+ members regarding the 
above captioned matter and subject of a Public Hearing at Newton City Hall October 24, 2011.  
 

On behalf of the CHA, I listened with disappointment to the presentation on October 24, 
2011. After the public hearing this past July it appeared that our written comments and concerns 
were not addressed. The CHA’s foremost concern was, and still is, that the process of finalizing a  
floating walkway design slows down until a plan for improving the health of the pond is created 
with specificity and timelines. We hoped that the following would be addressed and potential 
solutions developed for: 

 
 Removing selectively the water lilies 
 Increasing water depth by dredging 
 Enhancing ground water and surface water influxes 
 Enhancing the ecological function of the pond and shoreline 
 Remediating the water quality 
 Identifying options for stormwater management 
 Reducing sediment accumulation 
 Reversing eutrophication 
 Developing fore bays with berms 
 
Even Kathy Bradford, the Rudyak Family’s environmental consultant stated “the 

ecosystem of Hammond Pond is in slow decline, and the water quality needs 
improvement… any design here needs to have sustainability in mind, and encourage 
repairs to the ecosystem."1   Your recommendations for pond maintenance simply do not 
go far enough in preserving the long term health of Hammond Pond. Moving ahead with a 

                                                
1 (boston.com/yourtown/news/brookline/2011/03/Newton_nature_lovers 
_debate_me.html)   



floating walkway and interior trails before having a more substantive plan to deal with the health 
of the pond is simply premature. We are disappointed that the focus and energy has been on the 
design and construction of the floating walkway instead of the health of this special and unique 
natural resource in our City.  We are concerned that installing a walkway may even limit the 
potential solutions to the pond’s health.  The present design in Phase I and Phase II is much too 
large and visually overpowering for such a small kettle pond.   

 
The CHA rejects and opposes the floating walkway as presented.  We respectfully 

request that monies be directed toward a “health and maintenance plan” for Hammond Pond and 
a memorial be redesigned much smaller in scope.  As a compromise we propose the following: 

 
• A green space with Gazebo and park benches on WS Development Property 

across from AMC Cinema ; and / or 
• A Floating “T” Shape Pier at the “salt parking” lot  (WS Development Property) 

for fishing accompanied by natural rocks with a bronze plate memorializing 
Michael Rudyak,  

 
In summary, the CHA opposes the floating walkway and respectfully requests that the 

process slow down until potential solutions to Hammond Pond’s water quality and ego-systems is 
complete to the satisfaction of all interested and vested parties.  The Chestnut Hill Association 
hopes that no final decision be made until a Hammond Pond Health & Maintenance Plan be 
developed with short and long term goals, the floating walkway is smaller in scope and its impact 
on the environment and water quality are fully understood.  

 
We look forward to participating at the next hearing in early 2012 and keeping this 

dialogue open so that all parties are represented and concerns met.  Thank you for your time and 
consideration of our concerns. 

 
     Sincerely,  
 
 
     Gloria Mastrocola Gavris 
     President, Chestnut Hill Association 
      
 

cc: Mayor Setti Warren 
Representative Ruth Balser  
Alderman Lisle Baker 
Alderman At Large Ruthanne Fuller 
Alderman At Large Sydra Schnipper 
Candace Havens, City of Newton Planning Department 
 
 


