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April 2011 

Dear Chestnut Hill Neighbors:  

The Chestnut Hill Association serves the Newton 02467 neighborhood. We try to provide an update on 
(very) local news and events. Most of this is “home grown,” not from TV or the papers. Nothing is 
guaranteed, but our sources are generally reliable.  

Opening Day and the first few series are done. The Red Sox finally seem ready to play after a 
disappointing start, and the worst may be over. Be optimistic, because after last season and a hard 
winter, “next year” is already here. Cheer for all our teams, including the Celtics and Bruins! 

CHA Website is Open! 
 
The Chestnut Hill Association website (www.chanewton.org) is open for business, and we expect it to 
be the most complete and efficient way to contact and inform our membership. Please log on and take a 
look. Lauren Thill and Zibby Pyle are doing a great job with our web communications. Hot news will 
come to you via the website more often and more quickly than these old-fashioned newsletters. With 
these improvements, now it’s even more important that you give us your email addresses, especially for 
timely information on current events or news about school closings and street plowing.  

Although we’ll publish a paper version of the newsletter a couple of times each year, email is a better 
medium for spreading the word about events or meetings. Please register your membership information 
on the website by email to admin@chanewton.org or return the form at the end of this letter. Remember 
that we will not share your email addresses with anyone else. Also, please also tell any new neighbors 
about the CHA and give them the website link, so they can join as members. We can’t keep track of all 
the folks moving away or moving into Chestnut Hill, so you can help.  
 
Annual Meeting Soon – We’ll Announce Details via Web and Mail 
 
The annual meeting of the CHA will be held soon, but we haven’t set the date, the time, the place, or 
lined up a keynote speaker. When we know all this, we’ll let you know and hope that you will join us for 
an update on topics of general interest and a chance to meet some of your neighbors. 
 
Church of the Redeemer Spring Fair - April 30 and May 1 – Shopping and Pony Rides! 
 
If you are looking for graduation, wedding, engagement presents, Mother’s or Father’s Day surprises, or 
just something to have on hand for that unexpected gift need, come to the Spring Fair at the Church of 
the Redeemer Saturday, April 30 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, May 1, from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
In addition to 25+ vendors, there will be Pony Rides on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Helmets 
provided). Bring the kids. Part of the proceeds will benefit Japan relief efforts. 
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Historic Newton House Tour – May 21-22 

For the 29th time, the Historic Newton House Tour will take place on Sunday, May 22 from 12-5 p.m. A 
preview party will be held on Saturday, May 21. Call 617-796-1450 for tickets and more information. 
You may also log onto www.historicnewton.org. Tickets are $20 to $35 depending on which day you 
want and your membership status. Call them. 

Five New Off-Leash Dog Parks Approved 
 
The Board of Aldermen approved an amended ordinance to provide for additional dog parks and 
applicable fees for permitted use. The Parks and Recreation Commission has been delegated to manage 
the program with the advice and support of the Off-Leash Area Working Group. At its March meeting, 
the Commission approved five additional off-leash dog parks in Newton, finally adding to the existing 
off-leash space at Old Cold Springs Park.  
 
Final approval came after more than five years of discussion, hearings, research, and negotiation. The 
new parks at Newton Centre Playground, Claflin, and McGrath Park, are already open. Cabot Field in 
Newtonville and Hunnewell Park in Newton Corner should open in May. The existing park at Old Cold 
Springs Park, open for the past two years, is probably most convenient for residents of Chestnut Hill.    
 
To gain access to the dog parks, each dog must be vaccinated and licensed in Newton and its owner 
must have a special tag which can be obtained for a $50 annual fee. For non-residents, the fee is $100. 
The new parks should be open by mid-May, after fencing is installed at two or three of the sites. Please 
see the City’s website, www.ci.newton.ma.us/Parks/DogInformation/index.htm.  (Try it, it works!) If 
you own a dog you probably received a flyer in the mail with an application form. 
 
Waterworks Museum Opening 

As reported in the Boston Globe and the Newton TAB, the new Waterworks Museum has opened on 
schedule across from the Chestnut Hill Reservoir at 2450 Beacon Street. The Museum incorporates the 
original pumping station for the reservoir, built in 1887, and it will likely become a great destination for 
school field trips. Visitors can see the remarkable machinery in an historic architectural landmark.  The 
building was designed in the style of H.H. Richardson, who was the architect of Trinity Church in 
Boston. The Newton TAB of March 30 (pg. 15) had pictures and more information. 

The museum will be open to the public on Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and on Thursday through 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed on Monday and Tuesday. Many more details are available on the 
website, www.waterworksmuseum.org. (Tel: 617-277-0065.)  

Hammond Pond - Proposed Bridge/Deck/Dock 
 
Hammond Pond is the 22-acre pond behind the Chestnut Hill Shopping Center (AMC movie theater, 
Legal Seafoods, Star Market, etc.). It is populated by ducks and geese, but not used by people. While it 
is a picturesque site, the water quality has been deteriorating over recent years, and even fish have 
encountered a hostile environment, heavily tainted with fertilizer runoff and other elements left from 
real estate developments, Hammond Pond Parkway, and the shopping centers. 
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A private family has proposed to create and pay for a people-friendly access via a floating bridge or 
boardwalk on the pond. A public hearing was held in March, with a wide range of supporters and 
opponents of the conceptual plan. The DCR (Department of Conservation and Recreation) and Newton’s 
Conservation Commission will be studying the environmental impact and technical details of such a 
proposal over the coming weeks, with a preliminary report possible before summer.  
 
A detailed history and summary of the Pond, its surroundings, and environmental profile will shortly be 
available on the CHA website if you are interested in more background. 
 
Boston College News and Construction Update 
 
BC continues to build the new Stokes Hall along College Road. Foundations are visible amid the huge 
piles of dirt, and site work includes installation of utilities and other preparation. The exterior wall on 
the North Wing is rising, and steel for the South Wing comes next. The project is on schedule for 
completion in the fall of 2012. More info is at www.bc.edu/stokeshall. 
 
In other BC news, there is a new exhibit: Crossroads of Antiquity, at the McMullen Museum running 
through June 5. See details at www.bc.edu/artmuseum. 
 
Boston College Home Game Football Schedule – Fall 2011 
 

 Sept. 3   NORTHWESTERN  
 Sept. 17 DUKE 
 Sept. 24 MASSACHUSETTS 
 Oct. 1 WAKE FOREST 
 Nov. 3 FLORIDA STATE (Thursday), ESPN, 8 pm   
 Nov. 12 NC STATE 

Game times and TV coverage will be announced later. Check your local listings. As always, parking in 
the neighborhood will be prohibited from two hours before the game begins until two hours after the end 
of the game. Police will be on duty to issue citations and authorize towing of offending vehicles. 

Retail Update 

In our last newsletter we reported on some new shops and moves in the neighborhood, and this is a 
quick update. The Cottage Restaurant is being built (slowly) next to Legal Seafood in the space formerly 
occupied by Portobello Road, which has moved to new space next to the Bank of America branch in the 
lower shopping center. The staff there is delighted with the change of location and new customers.  

On the Route 9 side of the women’s Bloomingdale’s in the Chestnut Hill Mall, a new 50-seat Japanese 
restaurant, Daikanyama, opened last fall. The manager reports that business is brisk on the weekends, 
but they hope you will give it a try for lunch or dinner.   

Next to the Star Market, the Urban Grape, a full-line wine and liquor store, is enjoying bubbling 
business. They offer wine tastings every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, with at least 16 wines ready to 
sample. They are delighted with the response they have had since opening 10 months ago. 
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The new AT&T phone outlet opened last summer close to the Verizon store, making comparison 
shopping very easy. It’s a big store but, when we checked, not very busy. For your new eyeglasses, you 
can look into Eyespot, now open near the Bank of America branch.  

Also in the same strip, Angora Ice serves upscale ice cream and frozen treats. You can stop in for dessert 
after you have a meal or a snack at nearby Comella’s, which serves Italian specialties with a similar 
menu to their sister store next to the West Newton Cinema.  

On the downside, the Rugged Bear has closed after many years of clothing our children (who may have 
outgrown their clothes by now). Macy’s has also shut its doors in Chestnut Hill after a big, closeout sale. 
No news yet on who will occupy those large spaces.  

The Star Market continues to thrive, and public acceptance has been high. I meet many of our members 
there. The parking lot, while improved, is still the scene of many bumps and bruises from traffic 
congestion. The exit onto Hammond Street is often scary, so look both ways, and then look again. 

Chestnut Hill Square Development  

The owners of the Atrium Mall and the Chestnut Hill Mall have filed suit against the Board of Aldermen 
for issuing a special permit for the New England Development project at the former Omni Market site 
on Route 9. Unless there is real progress in negotiations, the project could be stalled for a year or more.  

Local Real Estate News 

A recent report from our neighbor Janet Carroll Donelan noted that residential home sales in the area 
included more than thirty properties closed over the past year or so in the range of $1 million to $6.5 
million. Although the media have highlighted the downturn in prices over the past two years, conditions 
in our area appear less depressing. With buyers looking during the spring season and interest rates still at 
historically low levels, realtors have reasons to be optimistic. As is always the case, some homes remain 
on the market for a year or more, while others move much more quickly. 

Yard Waste Pick-up Resumed April 11 

In case you missed it, starting the week of April 11, the City has resumed picking up sticks and leaves 
and clippings by the curb on your regular trash day. You can use either the heavy brown paper bags 
(available at Star Market, Home Depot, and most hardware stores) or a large plastic barrel with a sign 
marked “Yard Waste” in big, visible letters. Do not combine such yard waste with your recycling trash 
(paper, glass, plastic, metal cans, etc.) that should be left in the big green rolling bin. 

Rumford Ave. Recycling Depot 

For those of you who still don’t know about it, you may deliver your cardboard boxes to the big 
chomping crusher and (white only) styrofoam packing materials to the Rumford Ave. recycling center 
(close to the Waltham line off of Lexington Street). You may also arrange a pick-up of old electronic 
equipment (e.g., those huge stereo speakers from college) and computer monitors, towers, keyboards, 
and other such treasures. Simply call City Hall (617-796-1000) before Friday at 10 a.m. and make an 
appointment for Saturday morning, when a truck will come by and take it all off the curb in front of your 
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house! (This also works!) If you’re worried about identity theft, simply remove the hard drives from any 
dead computers, and you won’t lose any precious data. 

Sidewalk Snow Shoveling Ordinance Passed 
 
The Newton Board of Aldermen recently passed a trial ordinance requiring all residents to shovel their 
sidewalks within 30 hours of the end of a snowstorm. After a two-year trial period, during which there 
will be no fines issued for non-compliance, the ordinance may become “official” with a schedule of 
fines to be imposed on those who fail to shovel. Of course, the City should also ensure that plows will 
not leave the mountains of snow blocking intersections and handicap-access ramps that were so 
numerous, dangerous and annoying after the past season’s many heavy storms.  
 
Residents should make best efforts; those who have some hardship may be able to enlist volunteers to 
shovel for them, or pay someone to do the work. Those who have no sidewalks are off the hook, and 
those living on the busiest streets may find the City doing their work for them. We’ll wait and see what 
happens, but pray for nice fluffy little snow showers in the future. 
 

Volunteers Needed for Social Activities Committee 

If you are available and would like to help organize our social activities and special events, please let 
Lauren Thill know via email to lalu@rcn.com. She can describe the opportunity in detail and encourage 
you to step up and help out. 

Please Stay in Touch With Us 

As new neighbors move into the area or old neighbors move away, please help us keep our address and 
member files up to date. Just send an email or a note to let us know if you have new neighbors who 
might like to get information about the CHA, and we’ll contact them.  Also, if you would like to 
volunteer to help any other committee, let us know.  

Our members are our most valuable asset. Thanks for your continued support!  

     Sincerely, on behalf of the Association, 

     Dick Tucker  
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CHESTNUT HILL ASSOCIATION 
Box 67173, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 For more information, please contact any of the following: 

Name  Phone   Email    Committee 

Verne Vance  617-232-5494  vvance@rcn.com  President/Executive    
Gloria Gavris 617-244-2004  gavrislaw@comcast.net Secretary/Development 

Ruthanne Fuller 617-738-5311  ruthannefuller@gmail.com Executive                                                                                                                                                                       
John Grandin 617-566-4406  jgrandin3@gmail.com Traffic/Parking 
Jim Taylor  617-738-8746  jctslf@comcast.net  Traffic/Parking 
 
Tom Greytak 617-232-1334  greytak@mit.edu`  Development 
Lauren Thill  617-278-5959  lalu@rcn.com   Social Activities/Website 
Dick Tucker  617-232-2540  dicktucker@hotmail.com Newsletter 

 
Website: chanewton.org 
Email: admin@chanewton.org 

 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
(Cut here) 

 
UPDATED MEMBER INFORMATION (Please Print Clearly!) 

 
Name(s) ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: ______________________________________________ 

Please include your email address, which will not be shared with others 
 
 
Contributions/Dues 
 
We welcome non-deductible voluntary contributions in any amount, payable to “Chestnut Hill 
Association.” Our average donation is about $50, but any amount will help to offset the costs of this 
newsletter, meetings, our website, and social activities.  
 
Please send any contributions to the address above. Thank you for your support!  


